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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
May 7, 2010
Matrix Hotel, Edmonton, AB




In attendance:

                  Name                   School/Org.  Position                Phone                    E-mail                                 

	1
	Joe Frank
	AB ED
	Ed. Mgr, Spec. Prog.
	(403) 297-6299
	joe.frank@gov.ab.ca

	2
	David Woloshyn
	AB ED
	Director, Zone 5
	(780) 427-5393
	david.woloshyn@gov.ab.ca

	3
	Richard Arnold
	AB ED
	Bus. Oper. Mgr.
	(780) 422-6062
	richard.arnold@gov.ab.ca

	4
	Steve Simmons
	Aurora
	Superintendent
	(780) 454-1855
	ssimmons@auroraschool.com

	5
	Merle Kennedy
	BSEC
	Board Director
	(780) 437-3404
	mlmk1@shaw.ca

	6
	John Brosseau
	BSEC
	Superintendent
	(780) 428-1420
	jbrossea@telus.net

	7
	Pat Cavill
	CAA
	Board Co-Chair
	(403) 278-1630
	pcavill@shaw.ca

	8
	Dale Erickson
	CAA
	Superintendent
	(403) 532-3020
	derickson@calgaryartsacademy.com

	9
	Garry Schock
	CAA
	Sec./ Treasurer
	(403) 229-3010
	gschock@calgaryartsacademy.com

	10
	Teresa DiNinno
	CAPE

	Superintendent
	(403) 528-2983
	tdininno@capeisgreat.org

	11
	Brad Thompson
	CAPE
	Board Chair
	(403) 504-7994
	bradthompson@capeisgreat.org

	12
	Ches Cowley
	CGS
	Superintendent
	(403) 220-0745
	ches.cowley@ calgarygirlsschool.com

	13
	Jan Jordan
	CGS
	Sec./Treasurer
	(403) 220-0745
	jan.jordan@ calgarygirlsschool.com

	14
	Garry McKinnon
	CSS
	Superintendent
	(403) 282-2890
	garry.m@calgaryscienceschool.com

	15
	Meredith Poole
	FFCA
	Exec. Asst.
	(403) 520-3206
	meredith.poole@ffca-calgary.com

	16
	Judy Gray
	FFCA
	Co-Principal
	(403) 258-2728
	judy.gray@ffca-calgary.com

	17
	Jay Pritchard
	FFCA
	Superintendent
	(403) 520-3206
	jay.pritchard@ffca-calgary.com

	18
	Bill McGregor
	FFCA
	Board Chair
	(403) 560-1432 
	bill.mcgregor@ffca-calgary.com

	19
	Lorne McDonald
	FFCA
	NMS Principal
	(403) 253-9257
	lorne.mcdonald@ffca-calgary.com

	20
	TJ Skalski
	MECCS
	Principal
	(780) 892-7222
	tjskalski@meccs.org

	21
	Ed Wittchen
	MECCS
	Superintendent
	(780) 222-4022
	ed.wittchen@telus.net

	22
	Nicole Vanwieren
	NHS
	Board Chair
	(780) 467-0624
	nsvanwieren@syban.net

	23
	Hanna Sieben
	NHS
	Board Vice-Chair
	(780) 922-6457
	hsieben@netscape.ca

	24
	Heather Christison
	Suzuki
	Sec./ Treasurer
	(780) 468-2598
	christison@suzukischool.com

	25
	Doug Farrus
	Suzuki
	Board Chair
	(780) 469-4311
	farrusd@suzukischool.ca

	26
	Lee Lucente
	Suzuki
	Superintendent
	(780) 468-2598
	lucentel@suzukischool.ca

	27
	Garry Andrews
	TAAPCS
	Executive Director
	(403) 328-7350
	andrews.garry@gmail.com

	28
	Jolene Kochendorfer
	Valhalla
	Co-Chair
	(780) 356-2114
	jdkoch@gpnet.ca

	29
	Freddi Bromling
	Valhalla
	Superintendent
	(780) 882-7671
	freddi@telusplanet.net

	30
	Merv Kurtz
	West
	Superintendent
	(403) 217-0426
	merv.kurtz@westmountcharter.com

	31
	Megan O’Hara
	West
	Sec./ Treasurer
	(403) 217-0426
	megan.ohara@westmountcharter.com

	32
	Laurie Westwood
	West
	Board Chair
	(403) 286-2740
	laestwood@shaw.ca

	33
	Const Pefanis
	West
	Director
	(403) 444-5878
	pefanis@shaw.ca

	34
	Barb Mendaglio
	West
	Director
	(403) 242-2698
	bmendaglio@shaw.ca


1. CALL TO ORDER: Jay Pritchard called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  

1.1 CONSIDERATION OF THE AGENDA – MECCS has requested that their School Spotlight presentation be moved to the afternoon. Add Steve Simmons, PASI, ATA, and New Charter School Application under EAC Report.

1.2 ADOPTION OF MINUTES


#10/05/07-01
    M/C to adopt the minutes of the January 22/10 regular meeting as

Megan O’Hara                   presented.

Heather Christison
    

1.3 ADOPTION OF FINANCIAL REPORT 

#10/05/07-02

    M/C to adopt the financial report as presented.
Pat Cavill
Bill McGregor
1.4 INTRODUCTIONS:  Attendees introduced themselves with their position and organizational affiliation.




2. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

2.1  SETTING THE DIRECTION FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION (Steve Simmons): Steve reported that this AE initiative seems to be in a holding pattern, but will soon be moving forward independent of the Inspiring Education program, and will be phased in over a number of years. It is likely that coding will be replaced with a different funding framework, but it is not known what that will look like.

2.2  ESL (Bev Hammond):  No report.  Bev will be leaving Almadina at the end of the year and Ed Wittchen has offered to provide ESL reports.
2.3  PRINCIPALS’ GROUP (Ian Gray and Jeney Gordon): The Principals’ meeting will be held later today, with 11-12 attending.  It was requested that agendas for these meetings be sent to Superintendents as well as to the Principals.
2.4  CHARTER BOARD CHAIRS (Bill McGregor):  1.  Reps from the Calgary Charter School Boards were  invited to appear before Calgary Caucus and were received very positively.  MLAs received a copy of the Canada West Foundation report in advance and had some excellent comments/questions.  MLA Art Johnston is attempting to schedule a meeting with the Minister to discuss charter schools. 2. Jay and Bill met with Ken Faulkner, ED of the Premier’s Southern Alberta office, who reassured them that our message is being heard and that what we are doing is having an impact. 3. Bill would like to ensure that the Board Chairs’ Committee meets on the Thursday prior to every regular meeting to guarantee a consistent message and keep the momentum going.


3.  ALBERTA EDUCATION REPORTS (David Woloshyn/Richard Arnold): 

3.1  WHITE PAPER UPDATE:  AE is still working on the “Inspiring Action” report foreshadowing legislative changes and policy directions; a draft inviting public response should be out by the beginning of June.  A review/response will be requested from TAAPCS.  Recommendations will then be made to Caucus.

3.2  SCHOOL ACT REVIEW UPDATE:  Opening of the School Act will likely not occur until the spring of 2011; it was pointed out that the following year is an election year, which may hinder progress on the accompanying regulations. It was suggested that a letter be prepared for the Minister urging that progress begin on the new regulations in light of the fact that some charter schools are in negotiations for new facilities.  Meredith will gauge support for this initiative and, if positive, a letter will be drafted. Input into the new act and regulations will be requested from charter schools. Note that the old act will be in force right up until the new one is proclaimed.

3.3  TREASURY NEWS:  Richard reported that per pupil grant freezes are in effect for 2010-2011.  Where Treasury did fund this year’s disputed amount between the ATA and provincial government, no such funding will be available next year to cover the 2.92% difference. Richard also distributed a handout showing estimated funding for the class size initiative for 2010-2011.
Note: Gene Williams attended the recent EAC meeting and reported that Phase 2 of the Metro Transportation project will be proceeding, and that charter schools will have a voice at the table.

3.4  REORGANIZATION IMPLICATIONS:  David reported that over 100 positions have been eliminated in his department, and that he will be the key contact for charter schools in the future. 

3.5  LEASING FRAMEWORK: Recommendations on the leasing issue have been prepared for the Minister and are awaiting a response.  David relayed that the government has the interests of the public and children at heart, and understands that it does not make sense to have empty/underused schools.

3.6  CHARTER SCHOOL EVALUATIONS: Suzuki, CAA, CGS and Valhalla will be evaluated next year. Aurora, BSEC, Almadina, Westmount and CAPE are being renewed pending their applications which are due Dec. 1.

3.7 CHARTER SCHOOL FEES: In response to a question from some charters, David answered that (reasonable) transaction costs for online payment may be included in instructional fees.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX



SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
MARK SWANSON: TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAMS IN ALBERTA



Mark reported on the student capacities and programs offered by the various provincial institutions which provide teacher training (the largest being U. of A., followed by U. of C., U. of L., Concordia University, Kings University College, Canadian University College, St. Mary’s University College, Ambrose University College and Mount Royal University.) Together they produce in the neighbourhood of 2000 grads per year with a minimum of 48 semester hour credits and at least 10 weeks of supervised student teaching.  Teacher certification is a relatively simple process and, with a temporary letter of authority, a new grad can potentially be in a classroom within a few days of graduation.  Mark shared some of the findings of a study of the efficacy of our teacher preparation programs (evaluating KSA’s based on TQS criteria), and reported that i) 1 in 3 of all new hires in Alberta comes from out of the province, ii) 1 in 5 graduates is no longer teaching after 5 years, and iii) the implementation of an induction program is planned to try to increase the retention rates.  TQS revisions are still in progress, with a planned 

completion date of sometime this year.
 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX


4.  SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT: Mother Earth’s Children’s Charter School:  TJ Skalski and Bevan Janzen presented MECCS in words and video, and distributed copies of an online article describing how they are meeting the needs of their students.  Their passion and dedication were obvious and inspirational. 

5.  EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (EAC) REPORTS (Garry Andrews/Heather Christison; Note: Please refer to Garry’s report to the EAC for more detailed information.)

5.1  TRANSPORTATION: See handout. Gene Williams (AE) attended the last EAC meeting to talk about transportation.  There are a lot of issues surrounding urban transportation, particularly in Calgary.

5.2  STEVE SIMMONS: Steve announced his resignation as Vice-Chair, and will let his name stand for this position again at our October AGM.

5.3  BYLAWS: Bolded sections are those that have been revised.  The membership will vote on these bylaws in October.

5.4  CHARTER SCHOOL CONFERENCE: Oct. 21, 2011 in Edmonton.  Facility and program TBD.

5.5  NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE:  Suzuki will be the featured school; Garry is looking for additional input.

5.6  ASBA:  ASBA discussion of charter school membership has been put on hold.  Please note that this is not an “all or nothing” thing for charter schools; our members may pursue this individually.

5.7  DEANS’ MEETING: April 15, 2010; Jay, Judy and Garry video-conferenced with 5 Deans of Education.  Main topic of discussion was the Charter School Concept Paper.

5.8  CENTRES OF INNOVATION: EAC is recommending preliminary exploration of this potential new direction for charter schools.

5.9  ATA:  See handout re ATA Policy on Charter Schools.  This item will be brought back on the October agenda.

5.10 DIRECTOR P.D.:  See handout showing aggregated feedback on the 3 P.D. sessions offered by Garry during March & April.  Results were positive and more workshops may be scheduled; suggested themes are 1. Change, and 2. Governance.

5.11 PASI: Heather is concerned that funding allocations for this initiative are not equitable; is there any way for some of the smaller schools to economize with group purchasing?  

5.12 NEW CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION: From a Northern Lights Division school on Cold Lake Base; K-8 with Aerospace focus. 

6.  NEW BUSINESS: 

6.1 “IMAGES OF RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND PARTNERSHIP” – Small group discussion postponed to October meeting.


6.2  FUTURE MEETING DATES/VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 
Oct. 21/22, 2010 in Calgary: Entertainment - CAA; Door Prizes -  Valhalla; Hospitality - CAA; School Spotlight - FFCA.
Jan. 20/21, 2011 in Red Deer: Door Prizes – Aurora; Hospitality – CSS; School Spotlight – Suzuki.
May 5/6 in Edmonton: Entertainment/Hospitality – Suzuki/Aurora; Door Prizes – BSEC; School Spotlight – Aurora.
6.3  GOODBYES – On behalf of the Association, Judy relayed appreciation and goodbyes to Joe Frank in his role as Education Manager, Zone 5, and our liaison with AE.  She then welcomed him back in his role as replacement for Merv Kurtz at Westmount.  Jay thanked Merv for his years of exemplary service to TAAPCS and conveyed our best wishes for a thoroughly enjoyable retirement. 


ADJOURNMENT: 2:00 p.m.




www.taapcs.ca


